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National League Proposal

Background
Following inter-league consultation in 2008/09 and reiterated support from almost all leagues in 2009/10, tabletennisscotland is considering reintroducing a National League in 2010/11. The principal aims are to increase top level competitions available for players in Scotland and, consequently, to encourage more players to participate in TTS-organised events.
Additional arguments in favour of a National League are that it will:

· Help restore the concept of a National Club Champion

· Offer the opportunity for qualification for European Competitions

Proposal
It is proposed to create both a National League and a Junior League. The National League would be divided into tiers – the number of divisions will depend on the number of teams entered.  It is suggested 8 teams/division would be a reasonable initial format. 
At the end of 2009/10, a tournament will be organised. The results of this tournament will decide who will be in which division in 2010/11.

Leagues will be asked to put teams forward for access to the National League – there is no limit of the number of teams per league but, if demand is too high, a limit may be introduced to give each league the opportunity to participate.

Administration
The leagues would be overseen by a Committee elected on three-year basis at the TTS AGM.  For 2009/10, the Committee can be co-opted based on people who are interested in being on it.  
It will meet to solve any dispute, review the National League format and lead the development of the League. In its first year, it will draw up rules & regulations for the National League.
It should be composed of the TTS National Development Manager, the TTS Administrator and three additional people, one of whom shall be named the Chair.

The administration of the fixtures will be done by the Office Administrator. 

An overall referee will be required. Each team will be expected to provide a qualified umpire (who can be one of the players). 
Format
We anticipate enough interest for 2 or 3 Senior Divisions and at least one Junior Division. With 8 teams per division, each team would play 7 fixtures. 
Match days will be organised like British League matches with 2 matches per day (morning/afternoon). Thus, only 4 days of fixtures will be required/year: October/November/February/March (with the final day only having one fixture)

Clubs will be asked to put their venues forward for their fixtures – the Committee will then decide where and when the fixtures will take place, trying to find convenient solutions for all participants.

Dates will be chosen so as not to clash with other Scottish and British events.

Players & Teams

Teams will be made up of 3 players.  The usual TTS competition playing conditions (affiliated to TTS etc) will apply to this National League. Each fixture will be made of 3 singles/player & 1 doubles (total of 10 matches).

Player eligibility will be either:

a. club members only – e.g. only members registered with the club in the local league/British league can participate
b. league members only – e.g. members from any club in the local league can take part
c. open to all – e.g. a member from Dumfries who now lives in Aberdeen would be allowed to represent Dumfries TTC in the National League. Or, any Vets would be able to represent Murrayfield TTC in the National League wherever they come from.
· Option A seemed to be preferred option. 
All players must be registered with TTS or another Table Tennis Governing Body.

Costs

The costs associated with participating in the league will depend on:

· Hall hire costs

· Trophy/prizes costs

· Sponsors (if any)

Without knowing where the fixtures will be played, it is hard to set an entry fee until confirmations of interest from teams are received.
For further information, please contact Simon Messenger at simon.messenger@ttscotland.com 
